Seanair
Taghairm

My Neighbor

He also told me that something good is going
to happen to me. I did not believe him at all.
He told me that I didn't have to, but I should
always believe. He told me about how the
clouds could tell him the future. I still didn't
believe him and I had no intentions to, ever.
We then went for a walk around the
neighborhood and park. He told me to collect
different leaves and flowers so as he pointed
them out I put them in a bag he gave me.
When the bag was full he carried it for the rest
of the walk.
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It was breakfast time before my parents day
outing. I ate real slowly because I didn’t wan
them to go. It wasn’t that I was a baby and
couldn’t be without them, it was just that I had
to stay with a neighbor that I didn’t know and
really didn’t want to know.
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When we got back to his yard he complained
that his legs were hurting him. He told me
that old men need to sit every once in a while
to rest. I joined him and sat under a nearby
willow tree, because it gave wonderful shade
from the scalding sun. We sat for a while as in
a silent trance. I was amazed at how beautiful
nature could be. He then reached his hand
over to a leaf and started gently rubbing it. I
was just watching because so far this man had
never failed to amaze me. When he finished
he told me that the animals in the area were
thirsty.
He told me to fill a container with water from
his well and sit it under an oak tree. He had
me use a well to fill it and I couldn't believe
that he still had one because they were outdated years ago. After I completed my task I
came back and sat with him under the willow
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It Even though I took my time putting on my
clothes, brushing my teeth and combing my
hair it wasn’t long before I was standing on
his sidewalk. This man lived alone and spent
hours walking everywhere. The kids in the
neighborhood said he was strange. I wasn’t
sure how I felt about him. I was sure that I
didn’t want to spend a whole day with this
weird man even though my father said it
would be very good for me to spend time with
a very dedicated Pagan.
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came back and sat with him under the willow
tree. We just sat there staring at the container
and soon enough, animals were coming
towards it from all directions. The animals
were so beautiful and I watched as if
mesmerized. Soon all of the animals had
abandoned their places by the container just as
fast as they had come.
The man then stood up and I followed him
into the house and through some bead curtains
to a small kitchen. He handed me a book to
read and I sat on a cushion in silence for what
seemed like hours.

The quiet was broken by him sitting a bowl of
something green and watery with leaves
floating in it on the table in front of me. I
didn't want to be rude so I took a bite and it
tasted great. I looked up and told him
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My father did the introductions telling him my
name and telling me the man’s name was
Seanair Taghairm. We each said hello and
dad did his usual parting quickly routine.

I thought to myself that this man had a very
long name. I couldn’t figure out why he was
calling the man grandfather because I knew
that he wasn’t my father’s grandfather. I was
familiar with the Gaelic language, but had no
idea what Taghairm meant.

My thoughts were interrupted as I walked into
his house. I couldn’t believe it, he had
things, but none of the good stuff. He didn’t
have a television, DVD player, or anything to
listen to music on. Mostly it was just bare and
real clean.

He let me sit in the only chair looking thing in
the room and he sat across from me on the
floor. I was thinking he would talk to me a
little at least, but he didn’t. He just told me
that he was in the middle of meditating and it
would take a few more minutes of silence for
him to finish. He did tell me if I was thirsty to
go into the kitchen and get some water if I
wanted to.

Now things were even stranger than I thought
they would be at first. I was sitting there
while he meditated in front of me, this was
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how much I liked his cooking as he made his
own bowl and sat opposite from me. We ate
and talked for awhile about the different
things we gathered and how he used them for
this soup. He told me I was a good kid and
that I would grow up to be a great person.
Just then a knock came from the front door.
"Must be your parents" he said as he walked
to the door and greeted them. As I left I
thanked Seanair Taghairm for a great time and
told him I had learned a lot.
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going to be a very boring day.

I didn’t even notice that I had lost track of
what was going on around me until he broke
the silence and asked me if I wanted to talk
for a few minutes.

We only talked for a little while but I did learn
a little about him. He liked airplanes just like
I did. His name wasn’t Seanair Taghairm
which meant ‘wise grandfather who pays
attention to nature’. This name was given to
him by his Pagan friends. His favorite color
was blue.
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My father walked me out to the car and asked
me what I had done all day and I told him
everything. He told me that he was happy I
got such a great experience from this visit. He
explained to me that the ancient Pagans had a
connection with nature similar to the one that
Seanair Taghairm had. I agreed he was truly a
wise grandfather connected with nature. I
plan to spend some time with him in the
future and learn all I can about him.
Today, though, I am playing with my grandmother who had a miracle cure over her heart
condition the day that I visited Seanair
Taghairm, it was the good thing he said would
happen. I hope he is right about me growing
up to be a great person.
I hope to be like my friend Seanair Taghairm
when I grow up, I can’t think of anybody
better to be like.
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Then he quickly stood up and motioned me to
follow him outside. The light was so bright
and I had to shield my eyes from its violent
rays. I looked over at the man and he was
standing there just staring up at sun. Now I
was wondering if he was insane and just as I
thought I should run for it he told me that it
was 10:42. I asked him to explain how he
would even know this without a clock? He
explained to me how you can tell time by the
sun. I didn't understand why he wouldn't just
go buy a clock but this was so cool.
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